Education
Since its establishment, the Macao SAR Government has actively promoted the development of non-tertiary education and tertiary education in Macao. It has continued to enhance the 15-year free education scheme, and explored the formulation of a series of policies including the blueprint of education development, and implementing the administration directions of “Improving Macao through education” and “Strengthening Macao with talents”.

Non-tertiary Education

Macao is the first region in Greater China that provides 15 years of free education.
Since the promulgation of the Fundamental Law of Non-tertiary Education in 2006, non-tertiary education in Macao has been classified into two types: formal education and continuing education. The former mainly includes kindergartens, primary schooling, secondary schooling, and special education; while the latter includes recurrent education, family education, community education and occupational training. Vocational and technical education, which may be implemented as part of formal education or recurrent education, is only offered at senior secondary school level. The Macao school system comprises public and private schools, with a free education network comprising public schools offering formal education, and most subsidised private schools providing free education.
Private schools in Macao can be classified into two types: those following the local education system and those following a non-local education system. Non-profit private schools that follow the local education system may apply for entry into the free education network. The Government encourages schools to develop their own characteristics and style in terms of mission, curriculum and teaching mode according to their backgrounds. The Government also supports the development of a diversified school system, to nurture more talent for society.
According to statistics provided by the Education and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ), there were 78 licensed schools in Macao during the 2012/2013 school year, 11 of which were public schools, while the remaining 67 were private. Of the schools, 66 offered formal education only, three offered recurrent education only, and nine offered both formal and recurrent education. 
During the 2012/2013 school year, 71,815 students received non-tertiary education, a 2.2 percent decrease over the 2011/2012 school year. There were 5,590 teachers in non-tertiary education during the 2011/2012 school year, an increase of 5.8 percent over the 2011/2012 school year.  
Non-Tertiary Education Welfare
The free education policy was launched in the 2007/2008 school year, covering three years of kindergarten, six years of primary education, three years of junior secondary education and three years of senior secondary education. 
	2012/2013 Free Education Subsidies and Tuition Fee Subsidies

	Free Education Subsidies
	Education Level
	2012/2013 School Year Subsidy (patacas)

	
	Kindergarten 
	600,500 per class

	
	Primary
	640,000 per class

	
	Junior Secondary
	820,000 per class

	
	Senior Secondary
	930,000 per class

	Tuition Fee Subsidies
	Education Level
	2012/2013 School Year Subsidy per Student (patacas)

	
	Kindergarten 
	14,000

	
	Primary
	16,000

	
	Junior Secondary
	17,000

	
	Senior Secondary
	17,000


The Government further increased its subsidies to students attending private schools that are not part of the free education network. It raised the subsidies for kindergarten pupils to 14,000 patacas per head, and for primary school pupils to 16,000 patacas per head; whereas each secondary school student received an increased subsidy of 17,000 patacas. In addition, the Government continued to offer textbook allowances in the 2012/2013 school year to students who are Macao residents receiving formal education in Macao. Since the expenditure on textbooks is higher for secondary and primary school pupils, the Government increased the textbook allowances for secondary and primary school pupils to 1,900 patacas per head, while each kindergarten pupil received an allowance of 1,500 patacas. 
To create favourable conditions for small-class teaching, the Government has reduced the number of pupils for each class from 35-45 pupils to 25-35 students. This began in the 2007/2008 school year, initially covering the first year in preschool education, and was subsequently expanded to cover other school years. The pupil limit for the 2012/2013 school year was extended to form one, speeding up implementation of small-class teaching. 
The Government established the Education Development Fund in 2007, to support and drive programmes and projects with good development prospects in non-tertiary education. In 2012, the subsidies offered by the Education Development Fund totalled 470 million patacas. 
Life-long Learning
In July 2011, the Government launched the Continuing Education Development Plan, under which Macao residents aged 15 or above are eligible to receive a subsidy of 5,000 patacas for pursuing continuing education. By December 2012, applications for a total of 38,704 tertiary education programmes, continuing education programmes and certification examinations provided by 287 local organisations had been approved and recognised under the plan, providing over 780,000 places. There were also about 6,500 applications for subsidies for participation in overseas tertiary education or continuing education programmes and certification examinations. By December 2012, the Continuing Education Development Plan had provided about 270 million patacas in subsidies to more than 89,000 residents pursuing continuing education. A total of 38,704 courses with 780,000 places in the fields of higher learning, continuing education and certificate exams offered by 287 local organisations had been accepted and included in the plan. Meanwhile there were about 6,500 subsidy applications for courses in higher learning, continuing education and certificate exams offered by foreign institutions. 
Tertiary Education
Macao has 10 tertiary educational institutions. Four of them are public and six are private. The four public ones are the University of Macau, Macao Polytechnic Institute, Institute for Tourism Studies, and Academy of Macao Public Security Forces; while the private ones include the Asia International Open University, Macau Inter-University Institute (IIUM), Kiang Wu Nursing College, Macau University of Science and Technology, Macau Institute of Management, and Macau Millennium College. During the 2012/2013 academic year, there were 1,916 teaching staff and 27,776 registered students. 
Macao only started to develop modern tertiary education some 20 years ago. Since there were only a few tertiary education institutions in the early days, the range of programmes and disciplines offered by these institutions were relatively limited. However, as the number of institutions increased, and society demanded different types of expertise, the types of programmes have diversified. During the 2010/2011 academic year, there were 272 programmes in operation including doctorate, master’s and bachelor’s degree programmes, higher diplomas, postgraduate certificates and diploma programmes. In addition, overseas institutions were granted approval in 2012 to offer 28 tertiary educational programmes. 
In 2009, the development of tertiary education in Macao advanced into a new era. With the support of the central government, the relocation of the University of Macau to Hengqin Island can be realised. The construction of the new campus will be completed in 2013, and will become fully operational in the 2013/2014 academic year.    
In 2012, the Government continued to promote the stable development of tertiary education by following up on and improving related regulations, as well as strengthening the relationship with and learning from the experiences of overseas professional accrediting bodies to prepare for the implementation of the Higher Education Evaluation System. At the same time, the amount for the Graduates Scholarship Scheme and the Interest Subsidies for Student Loans Scheme and the number of eligible students will be increased in the 2012/2013 academic year. Over 10,000 students will benefit from the 390 million patacas, an increase of 56 percent. 
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